
British And Irish Orthoptic Society Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on 19th June 2026 at Radisson Blu Hotel, Glasgow 

Commencing at 14:05 
 

123 members attended 
 
Panel:    
Craig Murray, Chair BIOS 
Helen Haggerty, Vice Chair of BIOS 
Deborah Podmore, President of BOSTU 
Rich Huzzey, BIOS Policy & Communications Officer 
Steve Doughty, TC-Kent Accountants 
 
Welcome and Apologies for absence 
 
Craig Murray welcomed everybody to the meeting and introduced the panel. He 
noted that the AGM concerned the calendar year 2025. 
 
Apologies were received from Sam Aitkenhead, Liz Tomlin, Sonia MacDiarmid and 
Claire McEntee. 
 
Minutes of the 2025 AGM 
 
Matthew Groogan proposed that the Minutes be accepted as a correct record, 
and Julie Dowdney seconded. The Minutes were approved unanimously and 
signed by the Chair. There were no matters arising. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Craig Murray presented the Chair’s report, highlighting in particular the 
operational development, headed by the appointment of Michelle Murray as 
Business Development Lead. He also announced the appointment of Helen 
Haggerty as Chair Designate, to take over as Chair in 2027, and Sonia MacDiarmid 
as Vice Chair. 
 
Michelle Murray was invited to present on progress against the Society’s five-year 
strategy, expanding on the changes made to the operational structure of BIOS, 
introducing the refreshed strategy and updating on ongoing projects. She 
highlighted the progress on the NHS England-commissioned projects, including 



on preceptorship and apprenticeships, the support workforce project, campaigns 
on independent prescribing and refraction, and the ongoing work on the 
increased visibility of the profession. BIOS continue to support research and 
education, with evidence given of funding provided via research grants and the 
OEF. 
 
There were no questions on the Chair’s Report. 
 
Financial Statements 
 
Steve Doughty, representing TC-Kent, presented the Accounts for 2025. BIOS 
reported an income of £509,742 from charitable activities resulting in a small 
deficit of £58,868. It was noted that this was part of a strategy of investment, and 
BIOS remained in a good financial situation. 
 
There were no questions on the financial report. 
 
Veronica Greenwood proposed and Claudine Wallace seconded acceptance of the 
Accounts, and these were unanimously accepted. 
 
Resolution: Special Appointment of Chair Designate as Trustee with Voting 
Rights 
 
That the members of the Society approve, on this occasion and in any future 
comparable circumstance where a sitting Vice Chair or existing Trustee is 
appointed as Chair Designate, that the appointed Chair Designate shall, for the 
duration of their 12-month term in the role, also be appointed as a Trustee of the 
Society with full voting rights, in order to maintain continuity of governance, 
leadership, and Board representation during the transition period. 
 
The resolution was approved with the following votes cast: 
For: 124 (1 proxy) 
Against: 0 
 

Trustees 
 

Helen Haggerty presented the list of Trustees Council members for 2025, before 
welcoming those new to role for 2026. 
 

• Chair: Craig Murray 



• Vice-Chair: Helen Haggerty (2025); Sonia MacDiarmid (2026) 
• Midlands and East Region: Vacant (2025); Hanish Chauhan (2026) 
• Northern Region: Deborah Podmore (2025); Claire Critchley (2026) 
• Southern Region: Liz Tomlin 
• Northern Ireland: Matthew Groogan 
• Republic of Ireland: Claire McEntee 
• Scotland: Jennifer Skillen 
• Wales: Alma Saville 
• Chair of LOOP: Julie Dowdney 

 

• Chair Designate: Helen Haggerty (2026) 
 

• Chair of EPDC – Craig Murray (interim)  
• IOA Representative – Jignasa Mehta 
• OCE Representative – Anne Bjerre 
• Research Director – Kerry Hanna  
• Public Health Lead – Fiona Bush 
• BIOJ Editor – Gemma Arblaster  
• EDI Lead – Vijay Tailor-Hamblin 
• New Graduate Representative – Madeleine Ellis 
• Digital and AI Lead – Gail Maconachie 
• Visibility Lead – Finn Burgum 

 
Awards 
 

BIOS has awarded a Special Services Award to Deborah Podmore, who came to the 
end of two terms as Trustee for the North of England at the AGM, and a Fellowship 
to Dr Jignasa Mehta. These were presented as part of the Annual Awards Dinner on 
the previous evening.                            
 

 
There was no other business, and the meeting ended at 14.31. 


